
CONCEPT NOTE:  Regional Training Workshop for Farmer Field School 

facilitators on sustainable management of Fall Armyworm: IPM, Biocontrol 

and Farmer Field Schools 

 
 

Background 

 

The Fall Armyworm (Spodoptera frugiperda or FAW) was first confirmed outside of its native 

Americas in Africa in early 2016. Since then it has rapidly spread across Sub-Saharan Africa, 

infesting tens of millions of hectares of maize, sorghum and millet. In July 2018 it was confirmed 

in Yemen and India and has since then spread quickly in the Asian region. As of October 2019, 

presence of FAW was confirmed in most of the Asian countries, including Bangladesh, China, 

Indonesia, India, Japan, Laos PDR, Malaysia, Myanmar, Nepal, south Korea, Sri Lanka, Vietnam, 

Cambodia and the Philippines.  In early 2020 FAW was also confirmed present in Australia. FAW 

can cause significant yield loss to maize and other crops if not managed well or in the absence of 

natural control. 

 

FAO organized an Experts Meeting in July 2017 in Ghana, bringing experts from Brazil, Mexico, 

USA to present lessons learned from the Americas and work with African colleagues to identify 

priorities and develop a partnership. Out of this meeting, twelve Technical Working Groups were 

formed that have helped guide the global FAW Programme.  

 

FAO has developed a robust FAW Programme for Action, in collaboration with many partners 

and developed a Framework for Partnership. In late 2019 the FAW Global Action Initiative was 

launched at FAO-HQ in Rome with details published here: 

http://www.fao.org/news/story/en/item/1253916/icode/ 

Many of the relevant FAW resource documents are available of FAO’s FAW website. 

 

In early August 2020 ASEAN approved a FAW action plan which spells out priority actions for 

FAW management to be implemented in the ASEAN region. The ASEAN Action Plan on Fall 

Army Worm is available at: http://exchange.growasia.org/asean-action-plan-fall-armyworm-

control 

 

As FAW continues to spread, FAO is poised to help member countries be aware of the threat, take 

action to monitor arrival, take early action, learn lessons from other regions, further strengthen the 

community of international experts, develop regional, national plans’ of action, and identify the 

current knowledge gaps to identify research priorities and work closely with farmers and their 

organizations in responding. 

 

An International Conference on FAW in Asia took to take place in Bangkok, Thailand in March 

2019. FAO brought together relevant scientists and practitioners to share knowledge and 

experiences and help the region prepare for the continued spread of FAW in Asia. See: 

http://www.fao.org/3/ca4603en/ca4603en.pdf 

 

FAO supports several TCPs at country and regional level in the Asian countries to support 

sustainable management. One important component of FAO’s strategy is the training of farmers 

on FAW IPM using Farmer Field School approaches for small country teams of Asian countries 

that face the FAW problem.    

http://www.fao.org/3/a-bt622e.pdf
http://www.fao.org/3/a-bt417e.pdf
http://www.fao.org/3/I9160EN/i9160en.pdf
http://www.fao.org/news/story/en/item/1253916/icode/
http://www.fao.org/fall-armyworm/en/
http://exchange.growasia.org/asean-action-plan-fall-armyworm-control
http://exchange.growasia.org/asean-action-plan-fall-armyworm-control
http://www.fao.org/3/ca4603en/ca4603en.pdf


 

Purpose 

 

The regional training aims to:  

• Improve knowledge and skills on Integrated Pest Management for Fall Armyworm; 

• Improve knowledge and skills on biocontrol options for FAW; 

• Get familiar with FAW monitoring tools and protocols, including FAMEWS; 

• Fine-tune the Farmer Field School curricula by integrating FAW IPM and biocontrol, 

including agroecological approaches; 

• Develop and share national action plans for fortifying refresher training of trainer, farmers 

field schools and other short hands-on learning courses on FAW. 

 

Expected Outcomes 

 

• Country teams, field school facilitators and researchers strengthen knowledge and skills on 

sustainable FAW management in Asia, inlcuding IPM, agroecological approaches, 

biological control and use of monitoring tools and protocols, including FAMEWS  

• Country teams exchange information and experiences on FAW management so far in the 

region and elsewhere 

• Country teams share their plans for farmer training on FAW management, including FFS 

and where relevant short trainings that use hands-on approaches, and link them to ongoing 

(FAO) projects and programmes 

 

 

Training Approach and Methodology 

 

The regional training was originally foreseen to be held in Thailand. Due to travel restrictions still 

in place related to the ongoing Covid-19 pandemic the training will instead be virtually delivered 

through 3 webinar sessions, with each session lasting for 3 hours. The agenda for each of the 

sessions will consists of short presentations and followed by interactive Q &A sessions. There will 

be ample scope for country delegations to share experiences and resources as well as present 

workplans.  

 

 

Target Participants 

 

The target participants, approximately 50 maximum per session, include country teams from South 

Asia and Southeast Asian countries where FAW is already present and with ongoing FFS activities. 

Participants are expected to take part in the entire webinar series, consisting of 3 sessions.  

 

 

  



Presenters 

 

- National government representatives responsible for FAW management. 

- Experienced IPM FFS facilitators and FAW applied researcher/R&D representative. 

- FAO staff/consultants and resource persons with relevant FAW experience/work 

mandate 

 

Moderator team 

 

The webinar sessions will be facilitated by a small team of moderators, including one lead 

moderator with longstanding experiences on IPM and FFS in the region, to be supported by other 

facilitators and resource persons from the Asia region with experiences on biological control, IPM 

and FFS.  Moderators assigned to facilitate each session will facilitate presentation, discussion and 

Q&A.  The report will be compiled by the rapporteur with inputs from the session moderator team 

leader.  

 

Country Team preparations and assignments: 

 

FAO will invite the national government representative a month prior to the start of the first 

webinar session with a country report questionnaire form to be filled out and submitted to the Lead 

moderator prior to start of the webinar, preferably not later than 30 September. The country report 

questionnaire responses will be used as input to development of the webinar 2nd and 3rd sessions, 

the country presentation section on FAW management and FFS innovation in particular. The 

country report questionnaires will be also be used for development of the webinar report to be 

shared with all participants after conclusion of the entire webinar series event. In preparation and 

in follow up to the third and last session of this webinar series country teams will be expected to 

work in country teams to develop and share FFS curriculum, training outline and activity 

workplans. 

  

 

 

Tentative Webinar Programme: 



 

Thursday, October 29, 2020 

13:30 – 14:30:  Introduction of FAW Regional 

Webinars 

- Short Opening Statements (5 mins., total) 

 

 

- Overview/regional status report of FAW, IPM 

and Biological Control in Asia (15 mins.) 

 

- FAO FAW Global action plan with focus on Asia 

(15 mins.) 

 

- Introduction to FAMEWS (10 mins.) 

 

 

- Introduction to ASEAN FAW Action Plan (10 

mins.) 

 

 

14:30 – 15:30  Status and Innovations in FAW IPM 

and Biological Control in Asia:  Development of IPM 

strategy and use of Bio Control for FAW 

 

- Experiences from Philippines:  (15-20 mins.) 

 

 

 

 

 

- Experiences from India: (15-20 mins.) 

 

 

 

- Experiences from China: IPM-compatible 

technologies and delivery systems (15-20 mins.) 

 

 

15:30 – 15:45:  Summary of the Grow Asia/CABI 

Webinar series on FAW biological control 

 

15:45 – 16:00:  Q&A and ways forward 

 

Moderator:  Kris Wyckhuys 

 

Yubak Dhoj GC/FAO, Marut 

Jatiket/ Thai Education Foundation 

 

Kris Wyckhuys 

 

 

Buyung Hadi/ FAO-HQ 

 

 

Jean Rwaburindi/ FAO-HQ 

 

 

Bui Xuan Phong, VN/MARD-PPD  

 

 

 

Moderator:   Kris Wyckhuys 

 

 

 

Ms. Wilma Cuaterno, BPI Crop 

Protection, John Paul D. Maminta,  

CPMD-Bureau of Plant Industry, 

Ivan James S. Pintokasan, 

Regulatory Division,DA-RFO 12 

 

N. Bakthavatsalam, ICAR –  

Bangalore National Bureau of 

Agric. Insect Resources  

 

Wang Zhenying, Chinese Academy 

of Agricultural Sciences 

 

 

Allison Watson/ Grow Asia, 

Malvika Chaudhary/ CABI 

 

 

 
Tuesday, November 3, 2020 

 

13:30 -16:00:  Experiences/innovations from selected 

SAARC, ASEAN + China countries on FAW-IPM/  

 

 

 

Moderator: Marjon Fredrix/Jan 

Willem Ketelaar 

 



 

Bio control and FFS/Farmers’ research 15 mins./ 

country (TBC) 

- Summary on Status of FAW and national policies 

(based on questionaire form)  

 

Country team presentations: 

- FAW Training/FFS/action research efforts and 

results thereof 

- Innovations and ideas for further development to 

be shared. 
- Q&A  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

16:00 – 16:30:  Summarize and highlight efforts for 

further exploration 

 

Kris Wyckhuys 

 

 
1. Thailand: Thailand’s FAW IPM 

management strategies, policies, 
video on biocontrol efforts, rearing 
process and results to date by 
Woranad  Khokyen, Siros, 
Suwanmanee, Sunisa Pewrumpai, 
DoAE-Thailand 

2. Laos:  TBC 
3. Indonesia: TBC 
4. TBC  
5. TBC 
6. TBC 
7. TBC 
8. TBC 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Friday, November 6, 2020 

 

13:30 – 15:00:  FFS curriculum and learning 

activities, training of trainers curriculum  

- Global FFS platform, Network and training 

materials on FAW: Introduction to available 

guidance and FFS materials on FAW at global and 

regional levels and exploring what more is needed 

 

- Digital technologies and their potential  

 integration in farmer training schemes 

 

- Sharing of  training activities and materials for 

farmers and facilitators 

 

 

 

15:00 – 16:30:  Future development needs and 

sharing country plan 

- Countries sharing of national FFS action plans 

for FAW 

- Future development needs 

 

 

Moderator:  Dada Abubakar 

 

Anne Sophie Poisot, FAO  

 

 

 

 

Paul Van Mele, Access Agriculture  

 

 

(Small groups: How to mobilize 

network? What kind of training, 

duration, frequency? FFS and 

Digital FFS?) 

 

Moderator:  Anne Sophie Poisot/ 

Kris Wyckhuys 

 

 


